“We All Haul
Together”
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MODERATE SOUTHWEST wind rolled
Aup Penobscot Bay. The schooner Her-
itage had just slipped through scenic
Oak Island passage, above North Haven. All
hands were on deck. Pillow clouds hovered
beneath a blue ceiling as Heritage settled into
a broad reach across the open bay. Guests and
crew alike leaned into the breeze, welcoming its
drying force, an antidote to what had been a
very wet summer thus far.

A guest trotted aft to the helm. “A small sail-
boat has capsized,” he reported.

From logistics to hearsay, all information
on board Heritage filters past the helm, where
Captain Doug Lee can be found with a hand
on the wheel and a story up his sleeve. An
assortment of guests—“My steering commit-
tee,” Lee calls them—hangs within earshot.

Where there is one captain on Heritage, so
there’s another. Captain Linda Lee is never far
from her husband’s side, keeping him abreast
of navigational hazards, interpreting the chart
for guests, leading the trimming of sheets, or
telling her own story of 27 years spent aboard
the two-masted coasting schooner that the
seafaring couple designed themselves and
built with a dedicated group of assistants.

Captain Doug bent to look under the main
boom; Captain Linda scanned the horizon
with her binoculars.

“It’'s a Hobie Cat,” she called. “There’s a per-
son on the hull”

“Man Overboard Drill!” Doug shouted.

The crew, muscular and tanned after a
summer aboard, sprang to action. The Archie,
a pulling boat designed by Doug, was readied
for the rescue effort. Guests scrambled for their
cameras.

century vessel functioning in the twenty-first century.”

Launched in 1983, the schooner Heritage (left) is "a nineteenth-

A week aboard the schooner Heritage
with Captains Doug and Linda Lee.

BY DONNIE MULLEN

Pulley-hauley is a group activity aboard the schooner Heritage.
That's Captain Doug Lee all the way aft (in red).
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“Many went ashore to explore each harbor.”

“He’ll probably need a towel,” some-
one said. “He might want a sandwich,”
said another.

Heritage closed the gap, sailed to wind-
ward of the distressed sailboat, and luffed.

“Lower Away!” the captain ordered,
and there was a splash as the Archie hit
the swells. The first mate and a deck-
hand, already aboard the Archie as the
boat was launched, stumbled to regain
their footing, then rowed toward the
Hobie Cat.

All eyes watched from the Heritage
as the Archie approached the submerged
tip of the Hobie’s mast. The deckhand
leaned over the Archie’s bow, lifted the
mast, and the mate carefully rowed
ahead. The catamaran slowly righted,
water dripping from the sail. Cheers
echoed from Heritage. The solitary
sailor climbed aboard his boat, waved
his thanks, and resumed his crossing of
the bay.

The Archieand crew returned to Her-
itage. Doug looked at his watch.

“Twelve minutes!” he said, beaming.

“I guess nineteenth-century technol-
ogy is here to stay,” Linda joked.

Life aboard Heritage is not always so
edge-of-your-seat lively, but Doug and
Linda Lee have a knack for providing
cruises that are both entertaining and
restful.

Over the years, the Lees have estab-
lished quite a following for their week-
long cruises along the Maine coast, espe-
cially in island-rich Penobscot Bay. They
deliver a hands-on sailing adventure in a
family atmosphere with tasty home
cooking and a surplus of Yankee humor.

HERITAGE AND TWO OTHER pas-
senger schooners, American Eagle and
the Isaac H. Evans, are based at the North
End Shipyard, just off a bend along
Route 1 north of downtown Rockland.
Finding it is simple: look for masts
against the sky.

We arrived at dusk and settled into
our cabin aboard the schooner, moored
to a wharf. My wife Erin and I had sailed
a bit on smaller vessels, so the double
bunk, towel racks, and storage shelf felt
nearly palatial. (Those familiar with a
standard shore-side bedroom should
expect to bump hips at minimum.) I
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